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C/T 



!• d'ather'^ar^ffWi Cuttseni, a Jesuit priest of jeli^^n luiUopaliJbj^ ; 
has for ecne tine oeen active in vi^are voxk among Russian emigres in .and 
axcnnd Salsbuxg* He has beeii.partigularly interested in and has recexitly 
bMone editor of the pidxLicaWo3*^u^ a n antl-3<rrl e^_tos8jUfflrla^^ • 
■dneog raphed nevs bulletin i^th circu^ wid. particularly., 

among DS^^s'lh' the sevei^ camps in ^s^ Austria.* 

2» In June of this Fear Father van Cuttsem approached DIMAROON v 
officials with a request for a snail subsidy to enable him to continue 
nuhlioatlon of hie newspaper* After some time the request reached £1. 

"2 with ecnment to the effect tJiat Father van Cuttsem was wall 
known for h**** outetazMling work' among Russian refugees and that a small 
subsidy would have a beneficial result^ particularly since this was the 
only pro-Nestem dally available to Russian* reader^ in Western Austria* 

3* Since we had at that time ho Infoxnatioh available on Father van 
Cuttsem or his publication^ D "3 tdd DIMAHOON only that we would lodk f 
into the matter with a view to detenonlng whether some subsidy was indicated* : , . 
Steps were then initiated to gather Infonnatlon on the man and Van paper trqn' 
various local sources* 

' li* In order to Icmd the ouKLicatlon going oh an interim basis.^ 

C 3 authorised C ^to transmit 1,000 Austrian Shillings 

to Father van Cuttsem ostensibly fron an anonymofus donor* This was done 
cca'\26 August* Uhen^^ccmpUBtlon of the extensive file material was delayed^ 
a. further interim pe^ent of 1^000 Shillings was transmitted in similar 
fashion in October* '^is r^ortlng on these payments by separate di^atch* 

5* Fran our latest InfonaatLon^ a DIMACULE report dated 13 October^ 
the ps^er is now entirely without funds and cannot continue without outsi^ 
flhjpport* Pton another source it has been learned that Colonel 
... Mulholl^ . Chief, -PIOy USFA^ had-been giving Father v^ a smkil stipend 

out of confidential funds but that he had been forced to discontinue the 
project earlier this year* This was confirmed in a recent conversatl^^ 
between Colonel Mulhall and the undersigned* In addition to his approac 
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to I}7HAB0QH,. van Cuttsem has c^pealed to the local FEP representatlye Y«ho 
has given hln sone encouragement hut no definite cooBoltment* 

6. It Is our feeling that the publication Is undoubtedly perfoi^ 
Ing a useful service in keeping Russian speaking readers in Wbstem Austria 
infozued about the world in general and about current, political develop- . 
ments* KLthout this daily bullet^ they would have oidy Possev^ admittedly 
a far superior journal, but a weekly* D^lte this fswt we were reluctant, 
to propose a DfCtAViSR sUbaliily with n<|J^l^lble beneAt than the continuing 
proper indodtrinatlpn of the DP's^ pax^ibularly with opigre p 
activity in Austria a relatively minor factor as oong>a]^ with Oexmany. 

7« It is now apparenti however, that Father van Cuttsem can he 
useful to us in REDSOBC operatioas by reason of his wide circle of acq;aaint- 
anoes among the Austrian population, and we feel certain that we can recruit' 
bis services as a potter of potential operational personnel in exchange for 
a email auhsldy fur the publication *Iuch«” 

8« Ue ecqpect very shortly to have our ^ resident agents 
established in Auetrla and ready to start reoruitaient of individuals for 
prq^axida distrlbutlQn* The most pressing problem will be .spotting of 
p^onnaL* The C j people will be hew in the area and will presumably 
have to start pretty such from scratch to locate possible recruits* They 
will naturally be attracted by language and nationality ties to the Ri^siw ; ; 
emigres in the DP cazq>s,’ and this is precisely what we want to avoid in view ! 
. of the known RIS Interest in the emigres and the uhqo^ioned existeace of 
Soviet infomexe in the DP society. tZ. HI will th^fore eoqplain this 
situation in detail to CL and make eve^ effort to keep the CT ^ 

people eoopletely away rrom thh DP caops* But we will obviously be obliged 
to. give .th^ some , help in spotting and recruiting of Austrian agents; other- 
wise we idll have to resign ourselves to a long period of waiting while they . ^ 
slow^ develop their own leads* 

Dnf ortunatelv the station can provide no useful contacts for us : 
to turn over to the CT HI agents. Ve must therefore find some way to 
get leads Which can be e^qploited for spotting and reoxuitmeiit of Austrian 
citizens for the propaganda distribution nets. It is in this connection 
that Fhther yim Cuttsea’s wide contacts in Western Anstxia appear attractive* 

10* We have no illusions that we would be recruiting a hot-shot 
olwodestine operative in Father van Cuttsem, nor would ve propose to drw 
him in to operations in any way* All we want from yda Is seme useful 
leads* After a oaireful examination of any names ha might provide, we would 
attend tb' establish contact without using Father van. Cuttsem ^ an inter- 
mediary* If we can get even two or ,t^e operationflOly useful leads in this 
.manner ve will consider that the relatively small subsidy has been justified* 



^ XL. We would not propose, in general, to make operational use of 
van Cuttsem ' 6 contacts among the DP* a, for the reasons noted above. Hen, 
however, he can be of use to us by fu^ahing reports on a oontixruing^basis 
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ccmcendog the emigres thenselTes and concerning their polltloal allgznaents* 

This should be of interest to Project dCACTXVE. 

12. The KB dispatch ^GLlrX0722) mentioned In paragraph 2 of 
Reference B is not available here and we are, therefore unahlo to ooiament 
on It* tfit|^ respect to HEN 6910^ the fact that van Cuttsem' was. involved 
In some abo^lve defection efforts is notj In oiir view, sufflcirat reason S' ’ 
\to preclude his use for the limited objectives ve propose* 

; 13* In sunoaxy*, a subsldir the publioatlon In the order^. of two 

to three thousand Austrian shillings a monlh vocdd give us access to an 
(^,eratl<migp^ Ve would, not be obliged to eziter inW azy 

extract with van Cuttsem^ and the 8Ubsl4ar could be terniiu^ time ^ v 

it were felt ^ that ve were hot getting sufficient retd^ It is/ on this 
: i basis that approval of the project is related# 

111* Atta<^ed hezwwith sunmaries Of file InfonnatiGo on f-rj 

yaa Cuttsem and on **Inch**> % field Project Outline .and. PBQ I^irt H* <TJn4h]^' ’ 

*■.' . separate dispatch ve are.foryardihg pRQ ^irt t and all avedlable field 

• -.traces* • 
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of File Info on Father van Cuttsep 



.2*: Sunnuuy of F^e Info on "1^ 

. 3*; Field Project ' 

U* Part il (being sent under sepmte cor er) 

■ Distribution: - 
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Father Marcel Van Cuttaenn 



Hi Nonrember 1952 




Smanary of File Infomatlon 

Father Van Cuttsem is a Jesuit priest of Belgian nationality, 
minister of the areek Cal^ollo Church pi Salaburg and for some time 
active in welfare wozic among Sorlet and other DP*s In western JUistrla* 
According to a DXHACBIS report he has been oonnlsBlaned by the Oriental 
congregation to work for Russian emigres and is directly responatble 
to Tlsserant* FoUowlng Vatican policy he is not cqneSmed 

with the converslCD of Qrthodeqc beUerers but rather with the elimina- 
tion of existing misunderstandings beWeen the two cfaurchaa# He speaks 
Rosslan fluently, has a thorough knowledge of Russian affairs and enjoys 
the confidence of the entire antl-ecmniDlst Rosslan BP element In the 
Salsburg area* 

Van Gottsem was bom on 28 i^ril I 909 In Antwerp where hls‘ mother 
still resides* He speaks fluent German, French, Italian, English and 
Russian* His hobbles are Russian music and American novels* 

Van Cuttsem is a vigorous antlTCammunlst and cooperates vUUngly. 

In antl-CoBssonlst activities* Bis pzimazy allegiance Is reportedly to 
the. Vatican, and ho is aald to be ambltloas for Vatican favor* From 
certain of his indirect statements there are IndicatlonB that he may 
have Vatican intelligence connections, as a source of information on 
CcBBsonlst activities and for possible countering of CoBanmlst propaganda* 

liZMACDLE files contain no dwogatory infomatlon on Father Van 
Cnttsm* Ee was for some time a DXKAC0I2 inf omant on pro-Sorlet 
pempnsUties in Salsbnrg BP esmps and was considered reliable and 
sincere but deflnltaly inclined to favor Vatican interests* 

Father Van Cuttsem receives newsp^ers and letters of propagandistlc 
content from the IiBg>erlal Hotel in VlAxma* Addresseid to.Eiarc^ ot 
Marvellus, they Insist that he is a Russian Hatlomal of Lithuanian descent 
and encourage him to return to bis hcmeland* The Soviet Repatzlatloh 
Kiaslom has also contacted him sever^ times, with Van Cuttsem r^ortlng 
these contacts to BIMACBI£.« 

Since August of this year Father Van Cuttsem has been responsible 
editor of the ^slan language dally, Luch* 
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■ . FIEUD PROJECT OUTLIMB 



1. Baferencet 

‘ V 

SVIEy -e773 ^ 

2, Objeetlvea 

To recruit the services of Father Marcel van Cuttseb for the following: 
purposes x 



a* jotting and furnishing of leads for recruitment of indigenous 
agents for R£3)5CK propaganda distribution opeLatlons* 

b* Obtaining inforoutlon cm a oohtixmlng basis on Russian emigre q/ 
personalities and pditloal alignments in Western Austria* 




Background I 

* a* Father van Cuttsem, a Belgian Jesuit priest^ has been active 
In welfare voxk among Russian emigres in the Salsba^ area* . His 
l^oad knoidedge of Soviet affairs and synpatlujr with DP pro^ens and 
his proficlencT ^ Russian langjage. have assured his i^anding in 
the antl-conoittnist DP coasaunlty^ and his official fonotiozis as welfare 
worker and pastor have given him a vide acquaintance among the local 
Austrian population. 




b. Father van Cuttsem has for some tine been promoting^ more 
reoentlj as edit or, an anti-Soviet Ros^iaik-lasguage news bullet ln> 

I0CH> circulates maliily among Russian DP's in caaps In irestem 

Austria. Inasmuch aS IV is the only ahtl-ccmiiunl^ dally available 
to^Bosslaxi-speaklng DP's In the area ^ It Is considered ^ local 
DSUROON representatives to perform a valuable fimctlon In proHdlng 
Its readers regularly with Wastem-oariented news and commentary* 

c. Until early this year Father van Cuttsem had been recelvli^ 

some support froa Colonel Lawrence J«M« Mulhall, Chief > PIO. out. of 
confidential funds. Col. ttulhall recently Inforaed H 3 

that he had been forced to dtecontlnne this subsidy but had done so 
with great regret, since he considered the publioetl on and van Cuttsem' s 

^ work among the DP's to .be of genuine service. C >1} not raise 
with Col. Mulhall the possibility of any DTCXAIM subsidy. 

d. In June of this year van Cuttsem eppealH to local DIMAROOW 

. officers for aid. > The request finally reached C ^ . 

with DIMAHOON ccMent to effect that Father van Cuttsem was vejj. - 
and favorably known for his work among the DP's. In view of the 
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evident poasibiiities of exploiting the situation for our recruit- 
ment prograin and in consideration of the J^oH^o+.o /^^ -^he 
newspaper^ C 3 authorized C ^ on 

26 August to send Father van Cuttsem X^OOD Austxdan shillings; 
ostensibly from an anox^ous sympathizer* A further interim nayment 
of 1)000. shllllnge vas made in October in similar fashion* zL 3 

is reporting on these payments by separate dispatch* 



l(* Proposal 1 



a* It is proposed to recruit Father van Cuttsem as a spotter of 
potential pperatl<mal personnel and Inf oxner on emigre activities in 
excbsAge for a small subsidy for the publication 'liueh*” Since no 
contact has as yet been established vith the subject ve.can only 
estimate the amount of the subsidy: as between two and three thousand 
Austri^n..ehilltng8 per month* It will be noted that this is only 
slight]^ more than we would consider as proper renuneratlon were we 
to recruit the subject as a paid agent* The subsidy will permit 
continued publication of "Lucb** and dissemination in Western Austria* 

b* The quid pro quo will be stated definitively) and from aU 
present indications we feel assured that van Cuttsem will accept the 
: offer* .He will be asM to provide us with: 

(1) Names and biographical data on persons who might be 
interested in acc^ting eoiploysient with Americans on certain 
confidential projects* 

(2) Inf oxmation on a contixxaing basis on Russian and Astern 
-. European emigres) and on political tendencies and alignments 

among the emigration* 

. (3) Occasional use of **Luob" columns for publication of 
; articles of interest to us* It will be esphasized that ho 

attempt will be made to boy the paper's editorial policy* It 
IS) in any event) coQg>letely prorWestem* 



5*. Covert 



IV'. :i. 



a* will make the initial approach under an 

alias as a representative of ah usmamed America^ ^THranisatlon* : Ve 
w^ould propose to iiaa Col* Mulball to introduce ^ and esta^ish 
his bonai fides* C. will identify himself to van Cuttsem as the 
source of the anonymous contributions recently passed to him* 

b* Depending on the development of the subject over a period ■. 
of several meetings we. would consider the advisability of ultimately 
turning the contact over to J • 
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c* Since Cuttsem has been used as an! ooeaaidnal iJIH/LCUUS 
Infonpant it nay be neceeeaxy to brief DIMACULB^ through appropriate 
lialsonj concerning our interest. This and other operatimaX 
aspects vUl be takeniq> with Chief of Base, Salsburg* 

6. Secrgrlty : 

a«. In Tiev of Father Ton Cuttsem's Vatican oonnectibns wo will 
have to reckon with the probability that ouir interest ax^ siqpport 
will be reported to the appropriate VaHcan office. Howerer^ care 
will be teken to protect the true Identity of his American contact 
through use of alias* 

b* Manes' of potential operational personnel fomisl^ by 
sub ject will be screened through all aTailahle neans > Should it 
be: decided that any such lead can be es^lolted, we would attaig>t 
to establieh contact without using' ran Cuttsem as Intersediary* 

In general we would propose to develop f oir operation^ purposes 
c^y his Austrian contaots^ not his emigre contacts or associates. 
Father ^van Cuttsem iihuld:'8exve sole!^ as a spotter* He would npt 
be apprised of the projected use of leads nor wo^d hs be drihm 
. into: the operations in any way* 



:7* Budget ? 
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a* Subeidy for publication in lieu! of agent pa^^ots nazlDniB^^, 
|100 per month* 

b* Supplies j pezwcmal - naxiimm^llO per 

c* Supplies and Material for pubUcatioa - iaa3cijraa*|20 per month 
d» Travel and other incidental e3q>emes - najriJBm^llO per month 
Total: maiiJauni^ llbp por month 

Totals rt 1953# seven months: . $980 .v ; 
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